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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE F RE ETOWN 2517 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SL, ET 

SUB J : STEVENS APPROACH TO ETHIOPIAN MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
RE SAFETY OF EMPEROR 

REF: FREETOWN 2424 

1. LOCAL PRESS DECEMBER 23 PUBLICIZED RECENT UNDATED 
EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES BETWEEN PRESIDENT STEVENS AND ETHIOPIAN 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES CONCERNING SAFETY OF EMPEROR. 

2. QUOTED EXCERPTS FROM STEVENS MESSAGE EXPRESSED ANXIETY 
OVER EMPEROR'S WELFARE, CITED HIS "COURAGEOUS STAND" 40 YEARS 
AGO FRO AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE, AND ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT AND 
PEOPLE OF SIERRA LEONE "WHO CAME TO LOVE" EMPEROR DURING HIS 
VISIT TO SL AND CITING OAU CONNECTION, IMPLORED ETHOIOPIAN 
AUTHORITIES TO TREAT EMPEROR HUMANELY AND SPARE HIS LIFE. 

3. REPLY FROM BRIGGEN TEFERRI BENTI, CHAIRMAN PROVISIONAL 
MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL, REPORTEDLY STATED ALL NECESSARY 
MEASURES BEING TAKEN TO ENSURE EMPEROR'S SAFETY AND SECURITY 
AND THAT EXECUTION OF EMPEROR WAS NEVER CONTEMPLATED. 

4. COMMENT: FACT THAT GOSL TOOK INITIATIVE OF THIS TYPE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RATHER UNUSUAL, ALTHOUGH EMPEROR HAS BEEN POPULAR FIGURE HERE 
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AND THERE HAD BEEN QUITE CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
EMPEROR AND STEVENS. WHILE THERE NO EVIDENCE HERE TO 
SUPPORT THESIS, IT SEEMS POSSIBLE THAT STEVENS MESSAGE MIGHT 
BE RESULT OF CONSULTATION AMONG NUMBER OF OAU STATES WHICH 
MAY HAVE CHOSEN GOSL TO MAKE AN APPROACH FOR THESE SPECIFIC 
REASONS. 

SULLIVAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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